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17th April 2020 

Re: Important Update – Summer Half-Term Arrangements 

 

Important Communication 

Dear Parents(s), Guardian(s), Carer(s), 

 

We hope that this communication finds all well with families at this unusual time. 

 

As we approach the start of the Summer term, we are writing to provide some more information on the 

arrangements for our continuing provision during this period of main school closure. 

 

Arrangements for Monday 20th April 2020 – Staff Development Day 

Please be reminded that Monday 20th April has been designated as a staff INSET day.  As such, while 

on-site provision for key worker/vulnerable students will take place on this day, staff will not be setting 

student work on SMHW.  This provision will recommence from Tuesday 21st April 2020 (please see 

below). 

In the afternoon of Monday 20th April, Year 6 Introductory & Scholarship Meetings will be taking place 

via our secure online platform.  Further details regarding these arrangements have been issued to parents 

involved separately. 

 

Remote Learning Platforms – Summer Term 2020 
As referenced above, from Tuesday 21st April, teaching staff will continue to set tasks for their students 

to complete via ShowMyHomework in line with the students’ normal daily timetable.  These tasks will 

be designed to take no more than 30 minutes to complete and can be submitted via the SMHW online 

function.  Teachers will assess these tasks and present the outcomes for students on the Gradebook 

function of SMHW within normal timeframes.  Please be reassured that we continue to listen carefully to 

the feedback we have received from students and parents regarding this aspect of our provision, 

including workload, and teachers have been reminded of the need to consider the circumstances of 

students when setting these tasks.  Please do not hesitate to contact us with any queries, questions or 

feedback via remotelearning@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk 

In addition to the SMHW tasks above, from Tuesday 21st April, we will be starting to roll-out our online 

interactive teaching sessions on Microsoft Teams for some timetabled lessons.  As the programme 

embeds, this will see approximately every other timetabled lesson for a subject on your child’s timetable 

being delivered on MS Teams, either as a directly taught class or as a learning workshop. Please note 

that when a lesson is due to take place on MS Teams, this should be indicated by the teacher on SMHW 

so that the student is aware and can log on in good time.  As with the SMHW tasks, lessons on MS 

Teams will normally follow a students’ normal timetable and start at the normal time for that lesson 

period.  Each Teams lesson will last approximately 30 minutes with an additional 10 minutes at the end 

of the session where the teacher will be available to answer any questions or queries the students might 

have.  Please note that where a class takes place on MS Teams, there will be no tasks set on SMHW for 

that session. 

http://www.kingsdalefoundationschool.org.uk/


Please do bear with us as we roll out our interactive programme on MS Teams.  This is new technology 

for us all and staff have been recently undertaking training to enable them to be effective in delivering 

these classes.  We have put in place a number of procedures to ensure that we meet safeguarding 

requirements for such sessions and that students understand our behaviour expectations. Accordingly, 

we shall be writing to students shortly with our Student Teams Access Guide and updated Code of 

Conduct for Remote Learning, so that students are fully prepared for the sessions.  We would expect the 

provision to commence this coming Tuesday and to be fully up and running by week beginning Monday 

27th April 2020. 

In the meantime, we would be very grateful if you could ensure that your child is able to access their 

Microsoft 365 account (same as their school email) and their Teams application within.  Please address 

any technical requests to askict@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk as soon as possible. 

 

Year 11 & 13 Updates 

Throughout the Easter period, we have been considering carefully the latest information issued by 

Ofqual on the arrangements for the awarding of examination grades for Years 11 & 13 in the Summer 

2020.  Students & parents will be written to this coming week with confirmed arrangements and 

information.  In the meantime, colleagues will continue to set online tasks for students to complete and 

pastoral teams will continue to make contact with their students to check that they are coping at this 

difficult and uncertain time for them.  Please address any specific queries re Year 13 to Mr Unwin (Head 

of Year 13) via year13hol@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk or for Year 11, to Mrs Kataria, Mr Jones & Ms 

Small (Heads of Year 11) via year11hol@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk . Mrs Boyd, Head of Upper 

School/Director of Sixth Form, can also be contacted via hus@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk 

Pastoral Support for Students 

Throughout the first Summer half-term, tutors will continue to make contact with their tutees via SMHW 

messaging and email/phone as required.  We shall also be rolling out online tutor sessions via MS Teams 

from week beginning Monday 27th April 2020 for all year groups.  This will be supplemented by 

various online House activities organised by the respective House teams.  Further details regarding this 

provision will be issued in due course. 

Please note that our online counselling/remote sessions for students continue throughout this 

period.  Please address any queries to Tanya Wray, Learning Mentor via 

info@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk  

 

Year 7 Full Reports & Parents’ Evening 

Please be reminded that the Year 7 Parents’ Evening is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 6th May 

2020, with the Year 7 Full Report being issued via Go4Schools on Wednesday 29th April 

2020.  Currently, while the Year 7 Full Report will be issued as planned through the Go4Schools portal 

on the scheduled date, we are understandably not able to run the Year 7 Parents’ Evening at this 

time.  We are currently exploring potential alternatives using online video conferencing platforms and 

will be writing to all Year 7 parents with an update shortly.  Thank you for your patience while we 

address this matter. 

Year 9 Examination Week, Full Report & Parents’ Evening 

Please be advised that the Year 9 Examination Week due to take place week beginning Monday 27th 

April 2020 will now not take place.  Details on the arrangements for the Year 9 Full Report and for a 

potential online Year 9 Parents’ Evening (please see reference to Year 7 Parents’ Evening above) will be 

issued in due course once confirmed. 

 

Parents’ Forum 

At this time, we are hoping to host an online Parents’ Forum during the first Summer half-

term.  Currently the next scheduled meeting is set for Friday 15th May 2020 at 5pm.  Further details 

regarding this meeting will be issued to parents once we have confirmed access arrangements and 

timings. 

 



I hope that this information is useful provides clarity on our provision moving forward.  Thank you for 

your continuing support and please do not hesitate to contact us as required via 

remotelearning@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk or on 0208 670 7575. 
 

Kind regards,  

 

 
 

Andrew Sear 

Deputy Headteacher 

Kingsdale Foundation School 
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